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NATIONAL DISABILITY INSURANCE SCHEME 

Statement 

HON WENDY DUNCAN (Mining and Pastoral — Parliamentary Secretary) [9.53 pm]: I want to draw the 
house’s attention to the fact that this is Disability Awareness Week. In fact, this week has also been designated 
“Spread the Word Week” by the Every Australian Counts campaign, which is the campaign supporting the case 
for a national disability insurance scheme. The issue of support for people with disabilities was originally raised 
in the Australia 2020 summit. There was subsequently an inquiry by the Australian Productivity Commission, 
which recommended that a national disability insurance scheme be established. The reason such a scheme is 
recommended, contrary to popular belief, is that individuals and families who find that disability comes into 
their lives are actually not automatically entitled to support and services. In fact, the support for disability 
services in Australia is chronically underfunded. Should someone manage to get to the top of the list and receive 
support for a disability, that support is not portable from state to state, which causes a great deal of distress and 
inequity in this area. If someone happens to be injured in the workplace, the support that person receives is quite 
different from the support that person would receive if the person slipped in the shower, for example. This 
disproportionate service for people with a disability needs to be dealt with. The number of people with a 
disability is increasing while the number of people available as carers is decreasing. A crisis is looming in this 
area. There are 410 000 Australians with a disability and approximately 700 000 primary carers of those people. 

It is interesting that the progress towards the national disability insurance scheme is continuing, but the critical 
matter, of course, is the funding. Presently, the projected cost of the scheme is in the vicinity of $6.5 billion, 
which is double the amount of funds currently being injected into caring for people with a disability. It is always 
very difficult to demonstrate to the community the social cost-benefit analysis of such schemes, but a study was 
done by a former Treasury economist that indicates that there would probably be about a $9.6 billion return on 
that additional $6.5 billion, should it be invested. In addition, an article in The Australian Financial Review of 
Thursday, 24 November, stated that the national disability insurance scheme will create more than 35 000 full-
time jobs and have a positive economic impact, despite its price tag. It also reported that direct economic 
benefits would come from reducing the cost of income support; a greater tax base from increased employment; 
higher incomes; and the multiplier effect that would flow through the economy. On Monday I held a DisabiliTea 
event in Esperance, which was attended by 30 people. It was attended by not only those who have a disability 
and their carers and those who work in the sector, but also representatives of the business community, including 
the Chamber of Commerce and Industry of Western Australia and the shire president. Those present signed a 
petition declaring their support for the national disability insurance scheme. The aim of the campaign is to get 
100 000 signatures by the end of the year. I believe that 90 000 signatures have been obtained to date, so that is 
quite good progress. If any member wishes to find out more about it, the best thing to do would be to go to the 
website, which is www.everyaustraliancounts.com.au. Tomorrow I will bring in some cards for members to sign, 
should they feel so inclined. 

On a broader matter, the International Day of People with Disability is held on 3 December. That is a time when 
we need to remember that the people in our community who are affected with a disability are still very active 
and productive members of our community. I was reading in the paper today how Australia has a pretty low rate 
in comparison with other Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development countries regarding its 
recognition of people with a disability and its inclusion of them in the economy and the community. I ask all 
members to keep that in mind and to ensure that people with a disability are recognised as productive and 
important members of our community. We must all work towards making sure that support and services are 
available to them on an equitable basis. 
 


